THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
and the Saxon and Frisian pirates on the east and south. In 410
a strong appeal was made to Rome for reinforcement, but a civil
war in Italy was ac its height, and none could be sent. It was the
year when Rome was sacked by a rebellious general (Alaric), and
the Imperialsecretariescould onlyreplythat the citizens in Britain
must look to their own safety and organize their own local forces.
The year 410, therefore, marks the moment after which direct
government and garrisoning from Rome ceased to be regular in
die Western Provinces of the Empire, including Britain. All the
West was falling under the government of local generals, who,
of course, still recognized the Emperor, but probably gathered
and held the public revenues where they commanded, and if taxes
were possibly gathered occasionally still for Rome in England,
the levies must have grown rarer and rarer and must within, say,
a lifetime have ceased altogether. A new phase of English
history was beginning, for henceforward (after a lifetime—410
to, say, 480) England, like France, Spain, Northern Africa, and,
at last, even Italy itself, was administered locally in separate
districts, great and small, which, in the absence of direct Imperial
control, came to be taken over by whatever generals commanded
the armed forces of each place.
The Pagans and Heretics. It must not be imagined that,
because the political system was ceasing to be united, the Roman
world did not still form one society. Men continued to travel
all over it, and to exchange ideas and commerce as much as ever,
and they all still thought of themselves as Roman citizens. Their
principal interest was not in the form of government under which
they lived, nor even in the rapid decline in literature and material
civilization going on around them, but in the great religious
movement which filled all those generations. Their instinctive
feeling here was that, apart from its main function of renewing
the spiritual life of the world, the Catholic Church represented
civilization and could alone save all that might be saved of
building, writing, philosophy, and the sciences and arts. The
Catholic Church grew during this fifth century (401-500) to
rally to it the minds of much the greater number in all the
Empire, from the Persian border to the Atlantic. The last
opposition of the great conservative noble families, who had
long continued in the old cultured Paganism, died down, and
the Church had only two opponents threatening the future of
Europe. These were:
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